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FIG 2-1  DOCTORAL EDUCATION OF WOMEN 
IN STEM [1976 
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1  DOCTORAL EDUCATION OF WOMEN 
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FIG 2­2. PROPORTION OF WOMEN WITH 
PhDs IN BIOLOGY­RELATED FIELDS 
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PhDs awarded in the U.S. to U.S. citizens and permanent residents. 
Data for those fields with more than 100 PhDs/year. 
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FIG 2­1. PROPORTION OF WOMEN AMONG 
PhDs IN BIOMEDICAL FIELDS 
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PhDs awarded in the U.S. to U.S. citizens and permanent residents. 
Data for those fields with more than 100 PhDs/year. 
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In most biomedical disciplines (which form the “basic 
science” departments of health schools) women have 
earned close to half of the U.S. doctorates since the early 
1990s. 
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FIG 2-5. PROPORTION OF WOMEN WITH PhDs 
IN ENGINEERING, PHYSICAL SCIENCES & MATH 

[U.S. citizens and Permanent Residents] 
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Many of these fields have an increasing proportion of 
women among PhDs, but that is primarily due to fewer male 
U.S. citizens or permanent residents earning PhDs. 
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FIG 2-6.  RETENTION OF WOMEN IN STEM 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS 
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There are few women in these fields, 
but the retention of women in these 
graduate programs is similar to that for 
men. 

6.  RETENTION OF WOMEN IN STEM 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS 

BA/BS MA/MS PhD PR
O

PO
RT

IO
N

 O
F 

W
O

M
EN

 E
A

RN
IN

G 
D

EG
RE

ES
 (2

00
6)

 

0.0 

0.1 

0.2 

0.3 

0.4 

0.5 

0.6 

0.0 

0.1 

0.2 

0.3 

0.4 

0.5 

0.6 

BIOLOGY 
CHEMISTRY 
EARTH SCI 
MATH 

Women disproportionately 
drop out of these graduate 
programs


